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Knight Time is the Right Time for… Toothfairies! 
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The Northeast Metropolitan Regional Vocational School (NMRVS) in Massachusetts offers a variety of programs and activities including tech prep, peer leadership, yearbook, school newspaper and National Honor Society. And while they’re the home of the Golden Knights, one class of 15-year-old sophomores behaves more like Toothfairies!
 
NMRVS supports the “development of students who strive to attain job skills beyond entry level, who will become life-long learners, and who will become tomorrow’s successful and responsible citizens.” But Rosemary Pisani’s class of dental assistants is not waiting until tomorrow to prove that they’re responsible citizens; they are exhibiting those behaviors TODAY!
 
Pisani requires her students to conduct a fundraiser each year. The class selects a nonprofit organization to benefit from their efforts. This year’s class selected the National Children’s Oral Health Foundation (NCOHF) as the lucky recipient of their philanthropic efforts.
 
Students used grassroots fundraising techniques to raise money for NCOHF. Every day during lunchtime, rather than hanging out with friends and catching up on the latest gossip, Pisani’s students got to work. They set up a table where they passed out toothbrushes in exchange for donations. Some even dressed up as Toothfairies, NCOHF’s icon for its Team Toothfairy Campaign, the organization’s fundraising arm.
 
But how did the students even know about NCOHF, and why did they decide to support that organization rather than one of the hundreds of other worthwhile organizations? Pisani learned about the NCOHF through an advertisement in a dental trade publication. She didn’t “push it,” though. She simply made her students aware of NCOHF as an option, along with several other nonprofits. Ultimately, she allowed the students to decide which organization they wanted to support. And they chose NCOHF. Why? “It was an obvious fit,” said the students.  “As dental assistant students, our class was already aware of the importance of good oral health. The fact that NCOHF focuses on ensuring that economically disadvantaged children receive the oral healthcare they need really appealed to us. We wanted to help.”
 
And help they did! Pisani’s class raised $1000.00 for NCOHF. Since all of NCOHF’s operating expenses are covered by generous corporate underwriters, 100 percent of this contribution will go directly to providing underserved children with the building blocks they need for healthy productive futures. 

“I’m so proud of my girls,” said Pisani. “They really stepped up to the plate. They were very motivated to help this cause.” Pisani went on to say that her role as a teacher is simply to “make students aware of options, and that the world is bigger than just what they’re exposed to.” But Pisani knows that it’s also important for students to understand the importance of giving back to those less fortunate.
 
At NMRVS, they call it “The Northeast Advantage.” It’s what sets apart graduates, students and teachers of Massachusetts’ Northeast Metropolitan Regional Vocational School. Regardless of what you call it, there’s no mistaking the fact that NMRVS students are responsible citizens who are well on their way to earning their wings as NCOHF Toothfairies!

“We are so grateful to the NMRVS students,” commented Fern Ingber, NCOHF’s President and CEO. ““Millions of children in our country suffer from pain so severe that it impacts their ability to eat, sleep and learn. 100% of this contribution will be allocated to provide children the critical services they need. 
 
Sidebar:
The National Children’s Oral Health Foundation (NCOHF) was established with the sole purpose of eliminating America’s #1 chronic childhood illness: pediatric dental disease. NCOHF is dedicated to raising awareness of this debilitating disease, facilitating much-needed comprehensive pediatric oral health services, and eliminating it from future generations.
 
By drawing on vast national resources and distributing them to not-for-profit local community-based dental centers, stand-along clinics, universities, and mobile programs throughout America, millions of at-risk children will receive quality comprehensive oral health services. Pediatric dental disease can be controlled and eradicated with treatment, preventive services and educational programs.

Because of generous corporate underwriting of operational expenses, 100% of all contributions are allocated to children’s programs.
 
For more information about how you can support the NCOHF, call Terri Andrews, Director of Communications and Development at 704.350.1600 or visit www.ncohf.org.
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