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Child-focused Organizations Become National Children’s Oral Health Foundation Affiliates 

CHARLOTTE, NC, April 3, 2008—The National Children’s Oral Health Foundation (NCOHF) is proud to announce five new Affiliate members: The Gateway to Oral Health Foundation in Olivette, Missouri; Sonrisas Community Dental Center in Half Moon Bay, California; the University of Florida in Gainesville, Florida; the University of Minnesota in Minneapolis, Minnesota; and the Collier County Health Department in Naples, Florida.  

Pediatric dental disease is the number one chronic illness among our nation’s children.  More than 4 million children suffer from it, and the numbers are rising.  It is the number one reason children are taken to the emergency room, and is responsible for more than 51 million missed school hours.  The potential health-related, societal and economic-side effects are alarming.  The U.S. Surgeon General calls it a “silent epidemic” because most Americans have no idea that it is so widespread.

“Millions of children experience sleepless nights, have trouble eating, and are unable to concentrate and learn in school due to mouth pain.  They are at risk for serious health problems from poor nutrition and life threatening infections.  NCOHF’s growing network of nationwide Affiliates is made up of individuals dedicated to eliminating children’s needless pain and suffering. “Our Affiliates deliver the oral healthcare education and services that our nation’s most at-risk children so desperately need. As the number of Affiliates increases, we are able to help more and more children. Our ultimate goal is to make sure that every child has a healthy smile,” states Fern K. Ingber, NCOHF’s President and CEO.

“Community Care Health Clinics is thrilled to be an NCOHF Affiliate.  We greatly appreciate the benefits.”

-- Ms. Kim Jones, Director, Development & Public Affairs

Community Care Health Centers, Huntington Beach, CA

“We appreciate the hard work from the National Children’s Oral Health Foundation. The Toothfairy Island curriculum and other materials that were provided have helped to improve children’s oral health and made an impact on our community.”

-- Dr. Judith Chin, Associate Professor Pediatric Dentistry

Indiana University 

ABOUT THE NATIONAL CHILDREN’S ORAL HEALTH FOUNDATION (NCOHF)

The National Children’s Oral Health Foundation was established with the sole purpose of eliminating the number one chronic childhood illness—pediatric dental disease.  Fortunately, dentistry has the cure.  With this in mind, NCOHF is dedicated to raising awareness of this debilitating disease, facilitating much-needed comprehensive pediatric oral health services, and eliminating it from future generations.  

By drawing on vast national resources and distributing them to not-for-profit local community-based dental centers, stand-alone clinics, universities, and mobile units throughout America, millions of at risk children will receive quality comprehensive oral health services.  Pediatric dental disease can be controlled and eradicated with treatment, preventive services, and educational programs.

For more information on becoming an NCOHF Affiliate or to contribute, call (704) 350-1600 or visit www.ncohf.org.
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